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West Africa, 
more than 100 people 
want to engage 
in adult education.  
“We are very thankful 
to those who help us. 
God bless you all!” 

Photos: Fr. Athanase K. Bationo 

THE AFRICA REPORT on a Project realized in Burkina Faso 

100 people learn to read and write 
IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE: LYÉLÉ 

In Burkina Faso, West Africa, we are fighting against illiteracy in 
many ways. In the parish of Zoula, the struggle begun many years ago 
and will continue until we succeed.  

Zoula is a parish of the Diocese of Koudougou. Created in 2002, it 
serves around 24,000 inhabitants: Christians, Muslims as well as people 
of Traditional religion. People are hard-working but not formally educated. 
More than 40% of the population is illiterate. 

Thanks to the Missionaries of Africa Development Office, around 100 
people will be able to read and write in they own language, Lyélé. Three 
classes were opened in the villages of Zoula, Goundi and Kameji. The first 
with 27, the second, 23, and the third one, 40. People are still coming to 
register. Some never went to school. Others went to school only to learn 
French, but they did not get further than Primary School. Now they also 
want to be taught in their own language. The funds given by the 
Development Office were for 60 women. We know now that more people 
want to engage in “adult education.” 

Based on Pope Paul VI words in 1967, the Catholic Church has the 
mission of contributing to the “integral human development,” spiritual, 
intellectual, health and social development, necessary to human happiness 
and economic progress. This is the main reason why this project was born. 
In addition to spiritual food, in the rural villages of our Parish, people need 
knowledge in order to keep hope and open their minds to a worldwide 
perspective on human development.  

Teaching women is our main goal.  According to the old mentality of 
our ethnic group, girls are not sent to school. Do they need formal 
education for the housewife’s chores? The past generations considered that 
girls who had gone to school were too emancipated and therefore, 
disobedient to the elders and their husbands. That mentality is changing 
progressively. 

Our expectation at the end of the campaign is to allow women, in their 
small notebooks, to control their own finances; to read information related 
to their health and that of their children; to read and write in relation with 
their own culture and way of life; to be able to understand by themselves 
the Holy Bible and prayers in their own language…  

We are very thankful to you and to the Missionaries of Africa. God 
bless you all! 

Father Athanase K. Bationo 
Diocesan Priest of Koudougou 

Zoula, October 23, 2017 

In Zoula, Burkina Faso
West Africa,
more than 100 people
want to engage
in adult education.
“We are very thankful
to those who will help us.
God bless you all!”

584138_copy.qxp_562030  11/27/17  5:43 PM  Page 3



 

Charitable IRA Rollover 
Help us continue our Mission in Africa! 

 

What is a Charitable IRA Rollover? 
  

Charitable IRA Rollover is a permanent provision in the U.S. 
tax code for donors age 70 ½ or older to make a tax wise gift to 
non-profit organizations, including the Missionaries of Africa. 
  

Benefits of Charitable IRA Rollovers 
 

• Satisfies requirements for annual minimum IRA 
withdrawals. 
• Avoids federal and in some cases, state income tax.* 
• Provides vital and ongoing support to the 
Missionaries and their mission in Africa. 

 

Guidelines 
 

• Donors age 70 ½ or older at the time of distribution. 
• Gifts must be transferred directly from your IRA 
account to the Missionaries of Africa. 
• Charitable gifts up to $100,000 can be given each 
year. 
 

How to make a Charitable Gift? 
 

Donors should contact their IRA Bank or  
broker/administrator to request an IRA distribution 
transfer to the Missionaries of Africa.  Instruct your 
administrator to issue a check to: 
 

Missionaries of Africa, Inc. 
Development Office 
1622 21st. Street, NW 

Washington, DC  20009-1003 
 

Any questions, please call our 
Development Office: 

1-877-523-4662 
 

*The Charitable IRA Rollover is a federal law, consult 
your tax preparer for your state regulations. 

WAYS TO GIVE 
TO OUR MISSION 

 Join our Friends of 
Hope Monthly Giving Plan. 

 Memorial Gifts in 
memory of a loved one. 

 Celebrate a birthday, 
wedding or anniversary 
with a donation to our 
works in Africa. 

 Donation of stock: ap-
preciated securities, stocks, 
bonds or annuities provide 
the same benefit as a cash 
gift. 

 Life Insurance -consider 
naming the Missionaries of 
Africa as a beneficiary. 

 Bequests – an estate gift 
to the Missionaries of 
Africa will continue our 
mission works.  

The Africa Report  
is published four times a year  
by the Society of Missionaries of 
Africa, Inc. 
1622  21st  Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20009-1003 
(202) 232-5995 

Series 8, Vol. 89 
No. 4, 2017

Support our mission when you shop at Amazon! 
Simply pick the Missionaries of Africa as your 
charitable organization and Amazon will give .05% 
of your eligible purchase.    amazon.smile.com 

Know more about us / Contact us / Donate online                                             www.missionariesofafrica.org

Support our mission when you shop at Amazon! 
Simply pick the Missionaries of Africa as your 
charitable organization and Amazon will give .05% 
of your eligible purchase.    amazon.smile.com 
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