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THE LIGHT THAT NEVER FADES

Father Barthelemy Bazemo, M.Afr.
Provincial of the Americas and President of the Missionaries of Africa, Inc.
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Christmas 1947. America was basking in the glow of hope after the long shadows
of war. Miracle on 34th Street had just captured hearts in theaters across the
country, reminding people to believe again. That same season, families gathered
around their new black-and-white televisions as President Harry Truman pressed
a button on the Ellipse, lighting the National Christmas Tree. It was one of the
earliest Christmas ceremonies ever broadcast nationwide. The moment captured
hearts across the country and proved that even after years of darkness, light can
return and hearts can believe again.
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While that brilliant glow filled American homes, another kind of light was quietly
spreading in Africa. In Mali, the newly appointed Prefect Apostolic, Father
Etienne-Marie-Félix Courtois, M.Afr., was celebrating Christmas Masses with the
people of Kayes, guiding a young Church just beginning to take root. There were
no cameras, no microphones, no shimmering tinsel. Yet there was light, the true
light of Christ shining in the hearts of those who had newly discovered the love
of God.
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i JI L I That same light burns today through the ministry of Father Fredrick Chungu
\ Mulenga, M.Afr., a missionary priest from Zambia serving in Mali. Once
evangelized and formed by the Missionaries of Africa, he is now a fellow member
Father Etienne-Marie-Félix Courtois, of our Society, continuing the legacy of Father Courtois’ ministry by bringing the
M.Afr. (1913-1978) Born in France in joy of Christmas to the people he serves in Mali.

1913 and ordained a priest for the

Missionaries of Africa in 1938. Appointed Just as Father Courtois once relied
Prefect Apostolic of Kayes, Mali, in 1947, on candles to illuminate Christmas
and later ordained Bishop of Kayes in liturgies, today the churches of Mali
1963. He attended three sessions of are beginning to shine with new light
th.e Second \{atic;an Cour?cil and served thanks to donors like you. Through
faithfully until his death in 1978. your generosity, solar panels are
being installed and are bringing renewable energy to power churches, schools, and
rectories.

That is the miracle of mission. Whether it is 1947 or 2025, the world still longs for
light. We rely on the glow of electric bulbs, but we also depend on the light that
comes from faith, hope, and charity. Your partnership keeps that flame alive. You
make it possible for the Church to proclaim, even in remote places, that Christ is .
born and that the light of Christ cannot be overcome. -, iy

Every time a church in Mali lights up at night, it tells the story Father Frederick Chungu Mulenga,
of faith and generosity at work. Your support turns darkness M.Afr. Ordained a priest for the
into worship, fear into hope, and distance into connection. Missionaries of Africa in 2017. A
Together, we continue the same story, the same Christmas native of Zambia, he serves in Mali,
miracle, that began in Bethlehem and now shines through the il RS L X3

.. . . faith and service among the people
Missionaries of Africa today. of West Africa. 2 S

As we celebrate this holy season, may the light of Christ fill
your home with peace. May you always know the joy of helping that light shine in the hearts of others.

Merry Christmas, and may God bless you richly in 2026. Know that you are in our prayers this Christmas
and always.




MUA, MALAWI
PRESERVING MALAWIAN CULTURE

Thanks to the generosity of friends and benefactors, much-needed repairs and renovations have been
completed at the Kungoni Centre of Culture & Art in central Malawi.

Founded in 1976 by Father Claude Boucher Chisale, M.Afr., a Canadian-born priest of the Missionaries
of Africa, the Centre is recognized around the world as a treasure of Malawi’s cultural heritage. It
celebrates and interprets the traditions of the Chewa, Ngoni, and Yao peoples, ensuring that future
generations can take pride in their history and identity.

The Kungoni Centre is far more than a museum. It is a living, creative
community—a place where education, art, and culture come together.
Through its renowned carving center, more than 100 local artists earn a
living by producing woodcarvings admired and collected internationally.

- - The Centre also welcomes visitors, students, and researchers from across the
Fresh paint brings new globe who come to learn about Malawi’s vibrant culture. Today, it stands as
life to the Kungoni  one of Malawi’s most respected tourist destinations, drawing travelers eager

Centre of Culture & to experience its blend of art, history, and community spirit.
Art in Mua, Malawi—
made possible through The Centre’s founder, Father Claude Boucher Chisale, who passed away

the generosity of in 2024, devoted his entire life to researching, recording, and preserving
Missionaries of Africa Malawian culture. His vision and commitment continue to inspire both local
supporters in the artists and international visitors.
United States. L . A carved statue honors Father Claude
‘ ' . A modes't grant from the M1ss‘1onar1es of Africa in thg Boucher Chisale, M.Afr., founder of
United States made it possible to repaint the Centre’s exterior and carry out essential
repairs. Your generosity ensures that this unique space continues to inspire pride,
provide livelihoods, and preserve the soul of Malawian culture for generations to come.

the Kungoni Centre, whose life’s work
preserved and celebrated the rich
cultural heritage of Malawi.

CELEBRATING THE BICENTENNIAL OF CARDINAL CHARLES LAVIGERIE

On the weekend of October 25-26, 2025, the community of Our Lady of Light Parish in St. Albans,
Queens, joined the Missionaries of Africa in celebrating the bicentennial of the birth of their founder,
Cardinal Charles Lavigerie.

The commemoration began Saturday evening with a reception and presentation titled “I Stood Where
They Stood: A Personal Encounter with the Ugandan Martyrs,” delivered by Father Antonio Koffi, the
former pastor of St. John the Baptist Parish in Uganda. Guests reflected on the heroic faith of the first
African martyrs and the lasting legacy of missionary witness inspired by Cardinal Lavigerie’s vision of
spreading Catholicism across Africa.

On Sunday, parishioners gathered for a special Mass celebrated by the Most Reverend Witold
Mroziewski, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Brooklyn. The liturgy was filled with song, prayer, and

? thanksgiving for the Missionaries of Africa, whose charism of dialogue, service, and solidarity continues
to bridge cultures and continents.

A joyful parish-wide luncheon followed, uniting parishioners, friends, and supporters in honoring two centuries since the birth of
the Missionaries of Africa’s founder, Cardinal Charles Lavigerie.

Our Lady of Light is the only parish in the United States served by the Missionaries of Africa, a living witness to faith in action.

HONORING ALL SOULS' DAY

On Sunday, November 2, Father Antonio Koffi, M.Afr., celebrated Mass for All Souls Day
with the Missionaries of Africa community in Washington, D.C., as we honored your
intentions for loved ones who have passed away—especially remembering our supporters
who have gone to the Lord during the past year. The confreres of the Missionaries of Africa
are deeply grateful to be entrusted with your intentions and the opportunity to remember
you and your loved ones in prayer.




BUSHENYI, UGANDA
CLEAN WATER FOR VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

———
—

Students and faculty at St. Charles Lwanga Kitabi Vocational Secondary
School in Bushenyi, Uganda, are benefiting from a new water system that
has transformed daily life on campus. Funded by U.S. donors who support
the Missionaries of Africa’s water efforts, the project enabled the school
to upgrade its roofing, install gutters and piping, and add two large water
tanks. These improvements now ensure a reliable source of clean water for
drinking, cooking, and sanitation.
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One of the project’s greatest expenses was constructing a solid concrete
foundation to support the heavy tanks, an often-overlooked but critical part
of water infrastructure. Headteacher Brother Gordon Twesigye, B.S.C.L., an
alumnus of Loyola University Chicago, said, “The two new tanks are in use,
and the entire school community is grateful for your assistance.”

Two new water tanks are serving the community
at St. Charles Lwanga Kitabi Vocational Secondary
School in Bushenyi, Uganda, thanks to support

! from U.S. donors to the Missionaries of Africa.

LERGHO, BURKINA FASO

A NEW WELL BRINGS LIFE TO THE VILLAGE

Thanks to your generosity, the village of Lergho, Burkina Faso, now has a new well. Earlier
this year, we shared how 1,500 residents relied on only four wells—about 375 people per
well. Long walks and hours spent waiting for water were part of daily life, especially for
women and children who carried heavy containers home each day.

Now, with the fifth well completed, that burden has eased. Clean water is flowing close
to home, bringing health, time, and hope to the community. Eric Roland Guinko, who
coordinated the effort, said, “Water is a real commodity in many rural areas. Now people
are able to fetch water without waiting in long lines.”

Water remains scarce in the region, but the people of Lergho now have easier access to
this basic necessity thanks to your compassion, generosity, and continued support.

A woman fills her basin at the new well in Lergho,
Burkina Faso — a symbol of hope and daily relief
made possible by your generosity.

NAKURU, KENYA
LIGHTING FOR FORMATION HOUSE

The Sisters and Novices at the Formation House of the Servants of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and the Poor are now enjoying greater safety and comfort thanks to new solar-
powered lighting. Through the generosity of U.S. donors to the Missionaries of Africa,
the Sisters installed a complete solar energy system that includes solar panels, battery
backup, and essential electrical upgrades.

In central Kenya, where the Formation House is located, power outages are frequent and
the national grid is often unreliable. The new solar installation provides a stable, self-
sufficient source of energy that keeps the lights on and daily life running smoothly. The
system has brought a renewed sense of security, allowing the Sisters to focus more fully
on prayer, formation, and community life—confident that their home will remain bright
even when the rest of the region goes dark.

Electricians install solar panels at a religious formation
house in Nakuru, providing reliable power for the Sisters.




THE CHRISTMAS GIFT OF WATER

Christopher Anderson, Director of Advancement

For many years, it has been the tradition of the Missionaries of Africa in the United
States to dedicate our Christmas appeal to providing clean water across Africa. Like
all good traditions, there are many reasons it continues. Chief among them is that at
Christmas, as we celebrate the birth of Christ, Christians like you express your faith
through generosity — sharing hope, love, and life itself with those most in need.

Across the regions of Africa where we serve, water remains one of the most basic and
urgent needs. Church and school leaders often come to us with a simple request: “Can
you help us find water?” It’s not uncommon to hear from our missionaries, half in jest,
“If you need water, ask the Americans.”

That saying always makes me smile — because it’s true, and because it speaks volumes
about you, our faithful benefactors. Through your compassion and your Christmas
giving, you’ve helped dig wells, build pumps, purchase water tanks, and bring clean
water where it is needed most. Together, we’ve shared this most basic Christmas gift
with countless families and communities across Africa.

As 2025 draws to a close, please accept my heartfelt thanks for the difference you’ve
made. You and I share a beautiful reputation — one that I’'m grateful to carry alongside you: “Need water? Ask the Americans.”

This Christmas, may your generosity continue to flow like the water you’ve helped bring to so many — a source of life, hope, and joy
that reflects the love of Christ born among us.

WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR MISSION ... Donate here:

* Join our Friends of Hope monthly giving plan.

» Make a Memorial Gift in memory of a loved one.

» Celebrate a birthday, wedding or anniversary with a donation to our works in Africa.

» Donations of stock, securities, bonds or annuities provide the same benefit as a cash gift.
« Life Insurance: consider naming the Missionaries of Africa as a beneficiary.

» Bequests: an estate gift to support the ongoing work of the Missionaries of Africa.

Charitable IRA Transfers How to make a Charitable Gift?
Donors age 70 1/2 or older can transfer a contribution =~ Donors should contact their IRA bank or broker/

each year directly from a traditional IRA account. This ~ administrator to request an IRA distribution transfer to
may satisfy a portion or all of the annual required the Missionaries of Africa. Instruct your administrator to

.. e . issue a check to:
minimum distribution (RMD) and serve as a qualified Society of Missionaries of Africa, Inc.

charitable distribution for your IRA, which can Development Office
decrease your tax burden even if you are no longer 1622 21st Street, NW
itemizing deductions.™ Washington, DC 20009-1003

* Always consult your tax preparer for your state regulations.

For more information, call us at: 877-523-4662
or visit: www.missionariesofafrica.org or email: info@missionariesofafrica.org

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY

The Missionaries of Africa do not sell, rent, or exchange donors’ names or donors’ contact information. We are
grateful to you and cherish your commitment to our mission and service among the people of Africa.
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