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Like you, I followed the news of Pope Leo XIV and his Apostolic Journey in April to Algeria, Cameroon, Angola, and Equatorial 
Guinea. I followed it from a distance, reading, listening, and speaking with confreres who were there. What stood out most was 
what unfolded in Algeria.

Perhaps that is because Algeria is not just another place of mission for us. It is part of who we are. What the Holy Father spoke 
about there is what our missionaries have been living for generations.

In the Diocese of Laghouat-Ghardaïa, under the leadership 
of Bishop Diego Sarrió Cucarella, the Church is small, almost 
hidden, stretched across an immense desert three times 
larger than Texas. And yet, it is alive in a way that is difficult 
to measure. It lives through presence, through relationships, 
and through the simple act of remaining.

I know Bishop Diego Sarrió Cucarella well. He lived in our 
Washington community as a priest while pursuing his 
doctorate at Georgetown University, and those years left 
a lasting impression on me. He is a wonderful colleague, 
attentive and supportive. I have no doubt that, in his role as 
a bishop, he continues to lead with humility and a spirit of 
service. It is not surprising that his diocese was included in 
the papal visit.
 
Algeria always brings me back to our beginnings. It 
was there that Cardinal Charles Lavigerie founded the 
Missionaries of Africa in 1868. At a time marred by an active slave trade, his strong opposition to slavery and his insistence on the 
dignity of every person shaped who we are. That vision continues to shape everything we do.

But Algeria also carries a memory that cannot be ignored. The Blessed 19 Martyrs of Algeria, and especially the four Missionaries 
of Africa murdered in 1994, remain close to us. They chose to remain with their people when it would have been easier to leave. 
Their witness still speaks to the power of love and faithfulness.

As I followed the Pope’s journey in April, I kept returning to the same thought. From the time of Saint 
Augustine of Hippo in the early 400s, to our founder in 1800s, through many chapters of its history and into 
the quiet present, the faith has endured in Algeria.

In listening to Pope Leo XIV in Algeria, the call is clear: the Church is to be present, patient, and rooted in 
relationship and faith.

And in a country with so much history, it is remarkable to see that the mission we began there is still alive, 
still present, still faithful, still bearing witness in its own quiet way.

Father Barthelemy Bazemo, M.Afr.
Provincial of the Americas and President of the Missionaries of Africa, Inc.

POPE LEO XIV IN AFRICA AND OUR ROOTS IN ALGERIA

Bishop Diego Sarrió Cucarella, M.Afr. celebrates Mass in a 
chapel in Ouargla, Algeria, in the Sahara Desert. Photo credit: 
Diocese of Laghouat



ATAKPAMÉ, TOGO
NEW PARISH HALL CREATES NEW SPACE FOR THE FAITHFUL

Parishioners at Holy Family Parish in Atakpamé, Togo, are celebrating the opening of a new 
parish hall that is already becoming an important center for parish life.

The new space is being used for religious education classes and for the formation of 
catechumens preparing to enter the Church. It also serves as a gathering place for 
parish social events and family receptions following baptisms, weddings, and other 
sacramental celebrations.

As Holy Family Parish celebrates its 150th anniversary in 2026, the new hall marks an 
important milestone in the life of the community. For the first time, parishioners have a large 
dedicated space for gatherings and celebrations outside the church itself.

The Catholic Church continues to play a significant role in the life of Togo. The country 
is home to approximately 1.48 million Catholics, representing about 25 percent of the 
population, in a nation roughly the size of West Virginia.

The new parish hall reflects the continued growth and vitality of the Church in Togo and 
provides a welcoming place where faith, family, and community can come together.

Pope Leo XIV’s recent apostolic journey to Africa offered a powerful reminder of the Church’s deep bonds with the African continent 
and the vibrant faith of its people. Traveling through Algeria, Cameroon, Angola, and Equatorial Guinea over eleven days, the Holy 
Father emphasized peace, reconciliation, and the missionary spirit that continues to shape the life of the Church across Africa.

Victor Gaetan, senior international correspondent for the National Catholic Register who traveled with the Vatican press corps during 
the visit, reflected on the significance of the journey: “Pope Leo is centering his attention and pastoral work on places where population 
and faith are booming. His recent trip showed a papacy in admiration and respect for the African Church.”

The pope began his journey in Algeria, where he highlighted the rich Christian heritage 
of North Africa by visiting sites associated with St. Augustine and encouraging greater 
dialogue and mutual understanding among peoples of different faiths. His message 
reflected the spirit of encounter and friendship that has long shaped the Church’s 
presence in the region. For the Missionaries of Africa, founded in Algeria in 1868, the 
pope’s visit to North Africa carried particular resonance as a reminder of the enduring 
importance of missionary witness, dialogue, and accompaniment.

From Algeria, Pope Leo traveled to Cameroon, where he met with clergy, religious, 
catechists, and young people, encouraging them to remain steadfast in hope and faith. 
He praised the Church’s role in strengthening families, educating young people, and 
caring for communities facing hardship. Large crowds gathered to celebrate Mass and 
welcome the pope, offering joyful witness to the growing vitality of the African Church.

During his time in Angola, Pope Leo focused especially on the dignity of families and 
the importance of caring for those who suffer. Meeting with local Church leaders and 

communities affected by poverty and natural disasters, he called Catholics to continue serving others through acts of compassion, 
solidarity, and mercy. The visit highlighted the essential role of the Church in accompanying people spiritually and materially.

The final stop of the journey brought the Holy Father to Equatorial Guinea, where he visited hospitals, charitable institutions, and 
parishes serving vulnerable communities. Once again, he emphasized that the Church must remain close to the poor, the sick, and those 
living on the margins. His presence among ordinary families and local communities reflected the pastoral heart of his pontificate.

At every stop, African Catholics welcomed Pope Leo with warmth, joy, and deep faith. The journey revealed not only the rapid growth of 
the Church in Africa, but also the important witness African Catholics offer to the universal Church through their devotion, resilience, 
and missionary spirit.

For the Missionaries of Africa and all those committed to the Church’s missionary work, Pope Leo’s visit was an encouraging sign that 
the universal Church continues to recognize Africa as a place of profound faith, hope, and evangelization. More than a diplomatic 
journey, it was a pilgrimage of pastoral closeness and missionary encouragement, affirming the enduring partnership between the 
Church and the peoples of Africa.

POPE LEO XIV HIGHLIGHTS AFRICA’S LIVING FAITH

Pope Leo XIV speaks at the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Africa in Algiers, Algeria on April 
13, 2026. Credit: Vatican Media

The new two-story parish hall at Holy Family Parish, offers much-needed 
space for religious education classes, parish gatherings, and social events.



MACHAKOS, KENYA

LINGBINSI, GHANA

BUKAVU, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

HEALTH CENTRE UPGRADES ITS WATER SOURCE

EMPOWERING WOMEN, STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

REVITALIZING A HUB FOR CONGOLESE CULTURE AND LEARNING

Matuu Mission Health Centre now has a reliable water supply, transforming daily 
operations and patient care. A newly constructed water system features one elevated tank 
on a tower and four additional tanks, providing a steady supply of clean water throughout 
the clinic.

The system draws from three sources: rainwater harvesting, a well, and a nearby canal. 
With improved storage and distribution, the facility no longer depends on irregular 
supply or costly water purchases. This is especially critical for maternity and inpatient 
services, where water demand is constant.

Serving communities across the Yatta Plateau in eastern Kenya, the health centre has 
struggled for years with water shortages that disrupted care and sanitation. The new 
system resolves these challenges while also supporting a greener environment through 
irrigation and a small vegetable garden.

In the rural community of Lingbinsi, Ghana, 100 women are gaining practical skills that 
can transform their families’ futures. Through a project led by the Catechist Sisters of Mary 
Immaculate Help of Christians (SMI) at St. Peter’s Parish, participants received hands-on 
training in soap-making and small business development. Women learned how to produce  
liquid soap, bathing gel, shampoo, and traditional soaps while also building confidence, 
problem-solving skills, and leadership abilities.

For many participants, this was their first opportunity to receive formal vocational training. 
In an area where few people are taught to follow recipes, much less understand the chemistry 
involved in soap-making, the program has been a major success. The training equips women to 
earn income, support their children, and share these valuable skills within their communities. 
Parish leaders emphasized that empowering women strengthens entire villages and creates 
lasting hope for the future.

The participants expressed deep gratitude to the donors of the Missionaries of Africa whose 
generosity made this life-changing training possible.

The Missionaries of Africa have returned to Bukavu and resumed 
leadership of the Center for African Research and Documentation 
(CERDAF), renewing their long-standing commitment to preserving 
Congolese culture and history. Founded in 1995 by Father Georges Defour, 
M.Afr., the center has grown into one of the region’s most important 
libraries, serving scholars and students seeking African resources.

In 2018, the missionaries entrusted the center to the local community. 
Despite their dedication, limited resources made it difficult to maintain all 
aspects of the facility, including the residential building.

In 2025, the missionaries once again took direct responsibility for the 
center. The residence, unused for eight years, required a full renovation. 
With the support of donors in the United States, the building was 
completely restored, including updated bathrooms, a new kitchen, and 
fresh paint throughout.

Fr. Anthony Nahabwe, M.Afr., shared, “Your support has not only rebuilt a 
facility but revived a mission that continues to serve the people of Bukavu.”

One elevated tank and four additional tanks now provide 
consistent, clean water for Matuu Mission Health Centre.

Archbishop François-Xavier Maroy Rusengo presides 
over the blessing of the newly renovated St. Paul 
Community House in Bukavu, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo.

Sr. Marcella Dakyiere, S.M.I., teaches new entrepreneurs in rural  
Ghana how to make soap to help provide for their families.



THE HIDDEN SIDE OF OUR WORK

WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR MISSION . . .

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
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The projects you read about in our newsletter and appeals 
represent only a small part of the work our missionaries carry 
out across Africa each year. While we may highlight twenty or 
thirty projects in our publications, the reality is that we help 
support more than 150 projects and pastoral needs annually.

Many of these needs never appear in our newsletter. Some 
are smaller local projects. Others involve pastoral support 
that allows missionaries to continue serving the communities 
entrusted to them. Often, when we refer in an appeal to “other 
projects like this one,” we are speaking about these very real 
needs that simply cannot all fit into print.

What continues to amaze me is how often these hidden needs 
are met through the quiet generosity of donors like you.

There are supporters who fully fund projects costing $5,000 or $10,000 without ever seeking recognition. Because of their generosity, 
some projects never need to appear in an appeal at all. Other needs are met through general donations or through the collective 
response to our appeals, allowing us to support the many “other projects like this one” every month.

Most donors will never meet the people they help. In many cases, they may never know the full story of what their generosity 
accomplished. Yet this hidden generosity sustains hidden work, and together both become part of the mission of the Church in Africa.

Christopher Anderson, Director of Advancement

• Join our Friends of Hope monthly giving plan. 
• Make a Memorial Gift in memory of a loved one. 
• Celebrate a birthday, wedding or anniversary with a donation to our works in Africa. 
• Donations of stock, securities, bonds or annuities provide the same benefit as a cash gift. 
• Life Insurance: consider naming the Missionaries of Africa as a beneficiary. 
• Bequests: an estate gift to support the ongoing work of the Missionaries of Africa. 

The Missionaries of Africa do not sell, rent, or exchange donors’ names or donors’ contact information. We are 
grateful to you and cherish your commitment to our mission and service among the people of Africa.

Charitable IRA Transfers 
Donors age 70 1/2 or older can transfer a contribution 
each year directly from a traditional IRA account. This 
may satisfy a portion or all of the annual required 
minimum distribution (RMD) and serve as a qualified 
charitable distribution for your IRA, which can 
decrease your tax burden even if you are no longer 
itemizing deductions.*

How to make a Charitable Gift? 
Donors should contact their IRA bank or broker/
administrator to request an IRA distribution transfer to 
the Missionaries of Africa. Instruct your administrator to 
issue a check to: 
Society of Missionaries of Africa, Inc. 
Development Office 
1622 21st Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009-1003 

* Always consult your tax preparer for your state regulations.

For more information, call us at: 877-523-4662 
or visit: www.missionariesofafrica.org or email: 
info@missionariesofafrica.org 

Donate here:Donate here:

Students at Cardinal Lavigerie Preschool in Usagara, Tanzania, 
prepare for a field trip.

Help the Church in Africa Grow
Support the work of the Missionaries of Africa 
through your Donor-Advised Fund (DAF).  
We accept DAF gifts, including electronic 
distributions through Fidelity Charitable.
Tax ID: 53-0219725
Questions? Contact Christopher Anderson at 
canderson@missionariesofafrica.org.




